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In your minute of July 12 you asked my views 
on certain political considerations affecting this 
matter. You will no doubt since have learnt that 
the Prime Minister minuted on his copy of your 
minute that he hoped that we would take so action at 
all. It is in any case very difficult for me to say 
at this stage whether we are likely to have to 
intervene in Laos or not. This depends entirely on 
how much we can get out of the Russians and Chinese 
during the negotiations in Geneva and whether, in 
the last resort, the Americans are going to want to 
fight if the Conference is a failure. They have not 
yet made up their minds, but if they do feel that 
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they must intervene, I do not think that we can very 
well ourselves baok out and I have made this dear 
in my minute to the Prime Minister of July 14. I 
think, however, that we shall have anq&e warning of 
any likelihood of the Conference breaking down and 
that we can so plan ahead as to give ourselves 
plenty of time to get into a good military position 
once we see that this is likely to be required. 

2. I therefore suggest that we should leave this 
matter over for the moment but that the Foreign 
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Office should review it every week in the light of 
events in Geneva and in Laos and that I should let 
you and other Ministers know immediately if 1 believe 
that we are heading for a breakdown and may have to 
resort to force. We can then take an immediate 
decision on whether to preposition or not. 

3. If we had to do so I do not think that at 
that stage we would need worry very much about the 
risk of prejudicing a peaceful settlement. In any 
case, the Americans have had heavy equipment and 
aircraft prepositioned in Thailand for some time. 
‘There has been no leakage (at least to the press, 
thnngh presumably the Communists know what is going 
on) and no adverse effect at Geneva. If there 
should be any leakage, either with regard to our 
equipment or that of the Americans, it could possibly 
have a salutary effect by convincing the Communists 
of our determination to resist by force if necessary. 

4. I am sanding copies of this minute to the 
Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations, and 
the Secretary of State for War. 


(Sgd.) HOME 
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